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March 26, 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

I would like to start this update with stating how much we all miss our students.  I 

have spoken to many staff members, students and families about how difficult this past 

week has been.  This week the entire world, nation and State are working to end a very 

contagious virus.  A virus that has put an uncertain end to our daily routines, duties and 

obligations. We love all our young scholars, we are passionate about teaching and 

learning, and we are extremely committed to your children’s futures.  This time while we 

have been closed, while critical, has been extremely difficult on many of us as educators.  

As you know, I visit with students regularly, I am sure many kindergarten families have 

had the pleasure of your children sharing some of my corny jokes.  However, no worries, 

I am working on my material and I’m sure it will improve with practice.  We are sure it 

has been a difficult time for you and your children as well, and we look forward to re-

engaging soon with you all in a new instructive delivery platform. 

This letter is to inform you that we will not be distributing our expected third 

report cards this year.  During ordinary times, these quarterly benchmarks provide 

valuable information as schools and teachers team with parents to maximize your 

children’s education.  As you know, the last few weeks have been anything but ordinary. 

The second semester began on January 22nd and ends March 27th and our students 

were in their traditional classrooms learning as planned.  However, we were forced to 

close our buildings officially on March 13th by order of the Governor.  Distribution of 

report cards at this time would only deliver imprecise evidence of work completed.  

Which would only increase stress levels during a time we need to focus our efforts and 

attention on maximizing learning opportunities and decreasing stress in every which way 

we can.  In this respect, it is important to note that third quarter grades do not appear on 

transcripts, nor are they reported to colleges and universities. 

Special Education teachers will also not be reporting IEP goal progress at this time.   

Generally, Special Education teachers report IEP goals and improvement at the same 

time as general education teachers report progress.  Due to general education teachers not 

reporting data for the third quarter, neither shall Special Ed. 
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We all recognize that the significant changes we are experiencing call for us to 

rethink how we evaluate delivery of education, equity and its evaluation, in all areas of 

our educational system and platforms. As we attempt to create new educational 

distribution models that we hope will support our scholars and staff for as long as 

required, it will be important to identify new mechanisms to assess and communicate 

progress, particularly for students close to important milestones like graduation.  Please 

continue to work with us, as you have in the past, as we move into this new area of 

instruction, learning, assessment, and communication.  Our priority has always been, and 

shall continue to be, to serve and educate our students for their future, which would allow 

them to proceed in whatever path “they” should choose. 

We are adapting to this very fluid situation and are planning going in one of two 

directions.  1. We return to school in a couple of weeks as currently planned; or 2. If 

school building access is not available the rest of this calendar school year.  To support 

and prepare for a worst-case scenario very shortly, we will be rolling out our on-line 

instruction delivery system.  Please respond to all surveys requesting information 

regarding access to technology.  We will be providing to many, devices to support 

learning, and for this endeavor to be successful we need your help and your participation.  

No matter what occurs we are doing our best to provide a Free Appropriate Public 

Education to all students.   

 

Please take this time and be safe and well.   

 
 

Sincerely, 

James P. Harris 

Superintendent 
 

 


